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Food and Drug Administration

i

[Docket No. 00N-0597]

fiv G

o

Codex hlimentariua: Meeting of the Codex Committee on 7

o

Gunaeral Principles

g«

Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development: }5
Meeting of the Ad Hoc Group on Food Safety

AGENCIES: Food Safety and Inspectioun Service, USDA; Food
and Drug Administration, HHS.

ACTION: Notice; Public Meeting and Request for Co&ments.
SUMMARY: The Office of Food Safety, and the Food Safety and
Inspection Service (FSIS), U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) ; and the Food and Drug Adminisvration (FDA)}, U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), are
sponsoring a public meeting on March 22, 20600, to provide
information and receive public commenits on agenda items
that will be discussed at the Fourcegﬁth Session of the
Codex Committee on General Principles, April 10-14, 2000,
and to provide information and receive public comments on

papers submitted and imgues to be discussed at the Second
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Segsion of the Organization for Econemic Cooperation and

Development (ORCD) Ad Hoc Group on Food Safety, scheduled
for March 27-28, 2000. Both groups are scheduled to meet
in Paris, France. The co-sponsors of the March 22nd public
meeting recognize the importance of providing interested
parties the opportunity tc obtain background information on
the General Principles Committee of the Codex Alimentarius
Commission (CAC), and the Ad Hoc Task Force on Food Safety
of the OECD, and to address igsues coming before those
bodies.

DATES: The public meeting isg scheduled for Wedneadaf, March
22, 2000, from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. Commentsa must.be
received by April 24, 2000.

ADDRESSES: The public meeting will ke held in the Madison
Room, Washington Plaza Hotel, 10 Thomags Circle,
Massachusetts Avenue and 14" Street, NW, Washington, DC,
20005. Copies of the documents listed in the notice will
be available for inspection at the office of the FSIS
Docket Clerk, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Food Safety
and Inspection Service, Room 102, Cotteon Annex, 300 12%®
Street, SW, Washington, DC 20250~5700, car the Dockets '
Management Branch {(HFA-305), Food and Drug Administration,

5630 Fishers Tane, rm. 1061, Rockville, MD 20852, The

Codex documents will alao be accessible via the World Wide
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Wweb at the following address:

http://www.fao.org/waicent/faoinfo[economic/esn/codex/ccgpl

S/dp00 Ole.htm. Copiea of the United States’ submission to

the ORCD compendium of national food safety gystema will be

availlable on the Internat at

http://vm.cfsan.fda.gov/~dms/fs~toc.html cn approximately
March 1, 2000. 8Send an original and two copies of comments
to: PSIS Docket Clerk, Docket #00-004N, U.S5. Departwment of
Agriculture, Food Safety and Inspection Service, Room 102,
Cotton Annex, 300 12%" street, SW, Washington, DC 20250-
31700 or FDA/Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305), 5630
Fishers Lane, Rm. 1601, Rockville, MD 20852. All comments
submitted in regponge to this notice will be available for
public inspection in the Docket Clérk'ﬂ Office between B:30
a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Patrick J. Clerkin,
Agsoclate U.8. Manager for Codex, 15.5. Codex Office, Food
Safety and Inspection Service, Room 4E61, Sbuth Building,
1400 Independence Avenue SW, Washington, 0C, 20250;
Telephone: (202) 205-7760; Fax: (202) 720-3157; or, for the
OECD Ad Hoc Working Group on'Féod Safety, Lois Ann Beaver,
Office of International Programas, FDA, 5600 Fishervaance,
15A16, Rockville, MD 20852; Telephone: (301) 827-4480;

Fax: {(301) 443-0235. Persons requiring 2 sign language
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interpreter ox other specialraccommodations'should notify
Patrick J. Clerkin, telephoné (202) 20%-7760; Fax: (202)
720-3157.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background
! CODEX COMMITTEE ON GENERAL PRINCIPLES

Codex was egtablighed in 1962 by two Imited Nationsa
organizations, the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQ)
and the World Health Organization (WHO). Codex 18 the

|

major international organization for encouraging fair
international trade in food and protecting the health and
economic interests of consumers. Through adoption of food
standards, codes of practice, and other guidelines
developed by its committees, and by promoting their
adoption and implementation by governments, Codex seeks to
engure that the world's food supply i1s souna, wholegome,
free from adulteration, and correctly labeled. In the
United Btates, USDA, FDA, and the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) manage and carry out U.S. Codex activities.

The Codex Committee on Generéi Principles was
established to deal with sueh protedural and genaral
matters as are referred to by the CUodex Alimentariusg
Cﬁmmission. Such matters have included the establishment

of the genaral principles that define the purpose and scope
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of the Codex Alimentarius, the nature of Codex standards
and the forms of acceptante ﬁy countries of Codex
standards, and the development of guidelines for Codex
committees.
CODEX ISSUES TO BE DISCUSSED AT THE PUB.T_:IC MEETING
1) Matteés referred by the Codex Alimentariusg Commission
and other Codex Committees; Document: CX/GP 00/2
2) Risk Analysis
» Working Principles for Risk Analysis: Documents:
CL1999/16GPE, CX/GP 00/3, Government ¢ommenta CX/GP0O/3-
Add.1
e TFood Safety Objectives; Document: CX/GE 00/4
3) Measures intended to facilitate consensug; Document:
CX/GP 90/5
4) CompoLition of the Executive Committee and related
matters; Document: CX/GP 00/6
S5) Raview of the Statements of Principle on the Role of
Science and the Extent to which Other Factors are taken
ilnto account; Documents: CX/GP 00/7 Role of aclience and
other factors in relation to risk analysia

6) Revision of the Codé of EBthics for International Trade

in Foods; Documents: CL 1999/15-GP , CX/GP 00/8,

Government comments CX/GPAO/R-Add .1
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7) Consumer Participation in1CodEx Work and related

matters; Documents: CX/GP 00/8 . Government comments,

CX/GP00/9-Add. 1

OECD AD HOC GROUP ON FOOD SAFETYj

The Ad Hoc Group on Food Safety convened for its first

gemsion January 24-25, 2000, in

for Bconomic¢ Cooperation and Dev

Paris at the Organization

lopment..  This group was

established by the OECD Council ﬂate last year in response

to the regquest for reporta cn bi

aspects of food safety imsued byl the G- 8

largeat economies in the world:
UK, Italy, Canada and Russia) af
Colcgne. The Ad Hoc Groupvon Fo

develop a report on national foo

btechnology and other
(Group of 7

bs, Japan, Germany, France,
&er ite June 1999 Summit in
?d Safety was Iormed to

ﬁ gafety systemg, including

how controversial issues related%to biotechnology and other

aspects of food safety are manag
submigsions from international o
food safety. These reports, in

Harmonization of Regulatory Over

éd,, and a report based on
Eganizatiuns involved in
the form «f compendia, aa
ﬁking Group on

*ight in #Hiotechnology and

the OHCD Task Force on Novel Foods and Faeds will be

submitted to the G-8 in advance ¢f the Jualy,

in Okinawa.

2000, Summit
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on Noiember 18, '1__999',' l;}j,e ECH Council agreed that the

mandate for the Ad Hoc Grde§onfﬁomd Safety, waa to: 1)

' i £ . , .
supervise the compilation ?f ‘a cphmpendium of international

food safety systems; 2) compilef? compendinm of national

} food safety systems; and 3) prof;de a report to the Council
: -

on the raesults ‘of its work

.that the final report to tl Council should reflect

i
the views of member countries, ﬂ%t rhe Secretariat,

identify food safety activities?without evaluations or

peclicy recommendatione, beifiniéhed by the end of April,
2000, and be baped on curréent; iq?ox'matjon without
undertaking new work. é *
Participants in the F%rgt é&ssion of the Ad Hoc Group
on Food Safety, which inclbdgd iﬁﬂ representatives from the
29 OECD member countries aédfi@e representatives from the
EC Commission, with one Ruésian;pbaefverp met to design the
program of work for the Ad?HbC qtoup on Foud Safety.
Repreaentatives of WHO, FAé and %TO were also preaent. as

cbservers. The US delegation wap co-led by 1JESDA

Underaacretary for Food Safety cﬁtherine Woteki and FDA

&

. . i ’
Commigmsioner Jane Henney, Deputy]Commissicner Sharon Smith

‘g 9
Holston, Robert Lake, and Lois Apn Beaver from FDA, Sally
I .
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McCammon fyom USDA and Richard whlta from FPA. Members of
the U Miasion to the OECD presint during the gesgion
included Ambassador Bondurant, éary Larson, Petexr O. Thomas
and Breck Milroy. %

i

Te guide i;s activities, tﬁe Ad Hoe Group elected a
Bureau Chaired %y E. Wermuth, Tge Netherlands, with USDA
Undersecretary Wotekl and K. Toditd Japan, as Vice-Chairs.

The Ad Hoc group adopted aiprogram ol work under
which: . g

1) Countries would aubmlu reports for a compendium

of national foo safety aystems;that would identify what is

being dona te address current aqﬁ emerging food mafety
issues., ‘The naTlonal reports anbuld be 5-10 pages in

length, include factual informaﬁnon and have a one-page

)
syntheais identifying key pr1nciplas changes, and areas of
continuing development, ang an qbr1ona] annex. Food

quality, availability and costS,gdnlma] we:lfare and

biodiversity were cited as emergﬁnq issuer. Tt was agreed

’€
5

that member countries might addrbeq in their national

reports how such non-gcientific toncerms are treated in
‘l
national decision-making‘process@s in the national reports.

As envisaged by the Terms of Ref?rence, the “precautionary
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approach and principles” will Ee:addressed by member
i
i3

countries in their reports and?im opticnal amnnexes of

N
i 5
!

relevant references. Under th¢ guxdancr of the Bureau, the

Secretariat will present the 1mfmrmat10n received on the
precautionary approach and prlﬁcip1wn in a structured
manner to the Second Session of khe Ad Hoo Group on Food

Safety.

2) Belected internationalforganiyar1ons (the World
Hualth Organization the Food &nﬂ Agriculture Organization

of the United Nations, the Offic¢ of International

IG

Epizootics, the World Trade Orﬁanlrarlon and the OECD)

\

would contribute to a ccmpendlgmfof international fcod

i

safety activities.

The Draft reports from OE¢Djmembers and from

.:

incernational organizations ar& dup to the OFRCD Secretariat
!

by the end of February, 2000, in prepa:at:on for the Ad Hoc

Group’sa second sesgsion, scheduled for March 27-28.

The time-frame for complenlbn of the work of the Ad

Hoc Group on Food Safety is veryﬂahort Participants
agreed that the two compendia Qhéuld be in suitable form by

the end of April 2000 for tranﬁm%rrdl via the QECD

wl x,‘
i

Council, to the G-8
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The program of work descrlbed abovp and the US’

at;onal food eafety

aubmlsalon to the compendium of

systems will be dlscussed at the publtc meeting.

Additional Public Notif1cat10n 'ﬁ

‘ Public awarenese of all segMenrs of rulemaking and

.policy development im important;” Pnnqequpntly, in an effort
to better ensure that minorities;_wﬁﬁen and persone with
disabilities are aware of this meerunq notice, FSIS will
announce it and provide copies of this tederal Register
publication in the FsIg Constituant Updat&_ F5T18 provides a
weekly F8I8 Constituent Update, which is communicated via fax

to over 300 organizations and indgvndualn I addition, the

update is available on line through the F815 web page located

i3

at http://www.feis.usda.gov. The updare ig used to provide

' information regarding FSIS p01101es, provedures regulations,

Federal Register notices, F‘SIS pu':ﬂ ir" meet inga, recalls, and
any other types of information thb% Gould affect or would ba

of interest to our constituents/stakeho]derﬁ. The constituaent

fax list consgista of :ndustry, trade and [arm groups,

consumer interest groups, allied ﬂeayth profesgionals,
sclentific professiocnals, and othér individuals that have

requaested to be included, Throﬁgﬁ ﬁﬁése various channels,

It
i
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F91S8 |18 able to prOV1de 1n£ormation to a much broader, more

diverse audience. For more :Enfdrma&ion and to be added to the
canstituant rax list fax your :equesr to the Congressional
and Public Affairs Office, at l202) 720 5704.

)Done at Washington, DC on. ij JV 2000

Patrick J.lClerkin,

Amsociate U.S. Manager for Codek‘hiimentatius.

Cortiving !' W G
Food Baety & lnsmﬁun Servicy
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